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said there was no fire, but he
nnderstood the soldiers
coming up to eut down L
tree! then weat ont to make in-
niry; before I got into
ing stroet, met Mr., Walker
ship earpenter, and od
what the matter was; he aaid
poldiers had sallied omt
Smith’s barmacks, and had fallen
on the inhabitants, and had cut
and wounded a namber of them,
but that they were driven inte
the barracks; then went to my
house to inform Mrs, Payne that
it was not fire, apprehending she
might be frightened; immediate-
1y went out again, there was no-
body in the street at all; the sen-
try at the custom-house was
walking as ususl, nobody near
him; went np towards the town
honse, where was a number of
people and inquired of them
what the matter was? They
gave mo the same aceount that
Mr. Walker did. While Y stood
there, heard a noise in .
and presently heard m noise of
pome pecple eoming up Silsby’s
alley; at first T imagined it was
soldiers, and had some thoughts
of retiring up the town house
steps, but scon found they were
inhahitants, Btood till they eama
up to me; I believe thers might
be twenty at the extent; soma of
the persona had sticks, some had
not; helieve there were as many
with sticks as without; they
made & eonsiderable moise, and
eried, “where are they? where
arg they? There came mwp a
harber’'s boy, and said the sen-
try st the eustom-house bad
kpocked down a boy belonging to
their shop; the people then
turned abont and 'went down to
the sentry; I was then left as it
were alone; I proceeded towards
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my own house; met Mr. Spear,
the coopar, be said, “do not go
away, 1 am afrsid the main
guard will coms down ;” told him
Y was more afraid of thoss peo-
ple that had sorrounded the sen-
try, and desired hum, i he had
any infloence over them, to em-
deavor to take them off; when
directly opposite to the enstom-
house saw & number of persons
going up the steps, and heard a
violent knocking at the door; the
sentry stood by the hox; then re-
tired to my own house, and stood
on the sill of my door; re-
mained at my door, and Mr., Har-
rison Gray eame up &nd stood
there talking with me; the peo-
ple were crying out, “fire! fire!
damn you, why do yor not fire?”
Mr. Gray and 1 were talking of
the foofishness of the people in
calling the sentry to flre on
them; in about a minute saw &
number of soldiers eome down
from the main goard, snd it ap-
pea'rl:& to m}a: tbeym}md their
muskets in a horizontal posture;
they weont towards the custom-
house, and shoved the people
from the honse; at this time Mr.
Bethune joined ns on my steps
at the door, and the noise in the
street continned much the sams
a8 before, #fire! flret damn you,
firel why do you not flre?”
Soon after this, I thought T
heard 8 gun snap, and said to
Mr. Gray, there is a gumn
anap did yon nolt hear it¥
He said ®yes;” immediately a
gun ‘went off, T reached to see
whether it waa loaded with pow-
der, or any body lying dead;
heard three more, then there was
a panse, and I heard ths iron
rammers go into their gnos, and
then there were three more dis-
charged, one after another; it



