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sorry you did pot think proper to make an affidavit in re-
gard to your circumstarees; you are a perfect siranger to
the court, to me ai least. I do not know you personally—I
know nothing of you, more than having lately heard your
name mentioned in some publication. Every person knows
the political disputes which have existed amongst us. It is
notorious that there are two parties in the comniry; you have
stated this yourself, Yon have taken one sidfe—we do not
pretend to say, that you have not a right to express your
sentiments, only taking care not to injure the characters of
those to whom yon are opposed.

Your circamstances ought to have been diselosed, on affi-
davit, that the court might have judged as to the amount of
the offense; nor did we waot to hurt youn, by this open dis-
closure.

Mr. Cooper. Ihave nothing to disclose that T am aghamed of.

Jovge CHASE, T we were to indulge our own ideas, there
is room to suspect that in eases of this kind, where one party
is against the government, pentlemen, who write for that
party, would be indemnifled against any pecuniary loss; and
that the party would pay any fine which might be imposed
on the person eonvieted. You must know, I suppose, before
you made any publication of this kind, whether you were to
be supported by a party or not, and whether you would not
be indemnified against any pecuniary loss. If the fine were
only to fall on yourself, I would consider your eircumstances;
bat, if I eould believe you were supported by a party inimical
to the government, and that they were to pay the fine, not
you, I wonld go to the utmost extent of the power of the
court. I understand you have a family, but you have not
thought proper to state that to the ecourt. From what I can
gather from you, it appears that you depend on your pro-
fession for support; we do not wish to impose 80 rigorous s
fine as to be beyond a person’s abilities to support, but the
government must be seeured against these malicions attacks.
You say that you are not eonscious of having acted from
malicious motives. Tt may be s0; saying 80, we must beliave



