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,» bend all their power-end tngenuity in holding him to his present) 
statement, adding to and taking therefrom only Such things as wilD)” 
aid its oredibibity. . ae 

Gan any fair~minded men believe that Lanford is a fair man to! 7 
——.—— ~be the “dustodian of this ignorant negro? What chance would he have. | 

to retract any lies he may have told, or if in a repfentant mood, om 
he Should wish to tell the truth? This negro in the oity prison, ) 
in the power of Lanford, apart frem all questions of truth, would 
be just as dangerous as Lenford would wish him to ve . No ons ) 
knows that better than Lenford, md no one would fell it as acutely 
ag will this negro. it 

How well Lanford knows/oan be seen from fis interview in the 
Atlanta Georgian of June 12th. in that interview he demanStrated — 
that he thinks he has ff11, unrestricted ownership of this negro. 
he graciously expresses his willingmass for this negro to go before 
the Grand Jury upon such terms as he suggests, Neither the negro, 
nor the negro’'s lawyer, nor the Grand Jury, is oonsidered. Nor was 
this court to be consulted - his will end not the order of this 
court was to determinewhen and under what circumStances the negro 

-—Should leave the Police station. 
if Lanford vaunts in the face of jury and court, his power 

over this negro, what must be his bearing when he deals privately 
.with the negro himself? What chance has he to abstract a lie or 
add a truth to the foolish statement which Lanford appreves and 
wishes to maintain? If this man will, when he is holding this ~ 
negro under your Honor's order, declare such ownership over this 
negro'’S person and movements, to what length would he go if the 
GVourt releases its power over him and turns him over to Lanford's 
unrestricted power? 

‘6. it-is just to rrank, as well as in the interest of publie 
justice, that this negro Should be detained by unbiased, fair men, 
whose reputations an’ positions are not at stake, ihe law recognizes 
Ghis right and has put that duty upon the sheriff. Will there be 
kess fairness and less decency in the county jail, than in the 
police station? When did Lanford become a wiser, fairer, better 
man than the sheriff of this County? 

7. Apart from this negro'’s position as a witness, his detention 
in the custody of the detectives would be a public calanity. Many 
unbiased people believe this nevro is the murderrof little Mary 
Phagean. the facts of the case, apart fro.. his own sgonfession, point 

most strongly to him as the guilty mang 
(ea) On the day of the murder he was drunk and concealed himself 

in @ position where he could readily combit the murder, : = 
{b) On iionday morning he was unduly excited, so much so as to 

““grouse the suspicions of the employees, ._ 
(c) when the police whmx were in the building, he was caught, 

hiding in an obseure part of the factory where he had no business, © 
(d)- When questioned about this conduct, he said he would give 

a large mm to be a-white man. when asked why, he said he could 
- then get safely past the police, 
a (e) He, for a long time persistently denied that he could writef 
and did not admit that he could until longer denial was useless. i 

‘(f£) He was caught washing a shirt, a thing he had mver done _ 
before and when Ssugiy cave a foolish exouse, 

(g) He denied all participation in, or knowledge of the crime 
until he was driven by the charge that he wrote the notes found 
near the body. — —— a Ye 

th) 00 tty 8, he mate a signed statement outlining his actions ys 
..—— . on April 26, b@king no mention of the murder. sf oy 

(i) On May 24, he made an affidavit, He said that on April + 
25th, before the mé#der of April 2@ 26th, he wrote the notes at 
the: request—of Brank for which Frank gave him cigarettes ani $2,50 | 

~and added statements aboutFrenk's people in Brooklyn and m.in= 
quiry by Frank @s to why he Should hang, ~ 

. €j) On the 28th of May, Conley made a long affidavit, full 
of- contradictions and e bsurdities; beginning it as follews; 

"I make this statement, my Second statement in regard to the 
uusder of Mary Phegan at- the Vational rencil Company factory. In 
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