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__ JOHN R. BLACK, sworn for the State. 

I am a city policeman. I don’t know the details of the conversation be- 

tween Mr. Starnes and Mr. Frank over the ’phone. I didn’t pay very much 

attention to it. I went over to Mr. Frank’s house with Boots Rogers. Mrs. 

Frank came to the door. Mrs. Frank had on a bath robe. I stated that I 

would like to see Mr. Frank and about that time Mr. Frank steppe out from 

- behind a curtain. His voice was hoarse and trembling and nervops and ex- 

vited. He looked to me like he was pale. I had met Mr. Frank gn two dif- 

ferent occasions before. On this occasion he séemed to be nervgus in han- 

dling his collar. He could not get his tie tied, and talked very rapid in asking 

questions in regard to what had happened. He wanted .to know /if he would 

have time to get something to eat, to get some breakfast. He-wanted to know 

if something had happened at the pencil factory and if the night watchman had 

~ yeported it, and he asked this last question before I had time to answer the 

first. He kept insisting for a cup of coffee. When we got into the auto- 

mobile as Mr. Rogers was turning around Mr. Frank wanted /to know what 

had happened at the factory, and I asked him if he knew Mary Phagan and 

5ld_him_that-she-had_been found _dead_in the basement of th¢e pencil factory. _ 

Mr. Frank said he didn’t know any girl by the name of Mary Phagan, that - 

he knew very few of the employes. I suggested to Mr. Rogers that we drive 

-by the-undertaker’s—In_the undertaking establishment Mr. Frank looked 

“at her. He gave a casual glance at her and stepped asi le. 1 couldn’t say 

whether he saw the face of the girl or not- There was a curtain hanging 

near the room and Mr. Frank stepped behind the vartafo, He could get no 

view from behind the curtain. He walked behind the ¢ ivtain and came right 

out. Mr. Frank ‘stated as we left the undertaking Jestablishment that he 

didn’t know the girl. but he believed he had paid, her off on Saturday. He 

thought he recognized her being at the factory on Saturday by the dress that 

she wore but he could tell by going over to the f etory and looking at his 

cash book. At the pencil factory Mr. Frank took/the slip out, looked over it 

and said it had been punched correctly. On Mofiday and Tuesday following 

Mr. Frank stated that the clock had been mis-pyinched three times. This slip 

_ was turned over to Chief Lanford on Monday, ' I saw Mr. Frank take it out | 

of the clock and went back with it toward his office. 1 don’t know of my 

own personal knowledge that it was turned over to Chief Lanford Monday. 

When Mr. Frank was down at police station on Monday morning Mr. Rosser ~ 

and Mr. Haas were there. About 8 or_8:30—0’eloek_Monday morning Mr. 

Rosser came in police headquarters. That’s the first time he had counsel | 

with him. That morning Mr. Haslett and myself went-te-Mr. Frank’s house 

- and asked him to come down to police headquarters. About. 11:30 Monday 

Mr. Haas demanded of -Chief Lanford that officers accompany Mr. Frank 

out to his residence and search his residence. Mr. Haas stated in Frank’s 

presence that he was Mr. Frank ’s attorney and demanded to show that there 

was nothing left undone, that we go out to Mr. Frank’s house and search for. . 
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