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t: Seeking ‘nfo nna tion with raietedtee to | his” case and in looking up he 

“and discovering such witnesses as mi git be of advantage to him. 

The atroolty of the crime, immediately upon its discovery, created 

great exoi tomant and intense bittersnesse Upon suspicion being 

yr pointed to. “Penk, he immed fat ely became the center of many seu- 

sa tional stories and of intense and widespread bitterness. The 

public press, spurred on by the wide interest in the case, pub- 

lished almost daily, wild sensational stories panting thea trooity 

of the crime? " Numberless wild and inoredible stories were publish- 

ed about Prank, Linking him with crimes in Atlanta and elsewhere. ° 

__ Among other things, it was published bwosdcast in the public prints. 

that he-had been mirried before coming to Atlenta, that Ip had 

been a oriminal in Brooklyn, ana that ,pince his residence in 

Atlanta ,had made a habit of corrupt wractioos cuol as would and 

did visit upon him widespread contempt end hatred. So wide-spread 

were these —— » not only through the public prints but by word 

of mouth, as to the atrocity of the crime, as to facts ayd_elroun~ - 

‘stances claimed to connect Frank therewith ond of Frank's habitual 

perversion, that practically the whole commnity absorbed the idea —— 

7a | that Frank was guilty-of this orime; and, if not guilty of this 1 

Fe crime, that he was a pervert,for whose safety there need be no 

particular oare. 

When the trial began, i was apparent that intense pre- 

judi ce against Prenk was Widely spread among the people, and that_ 

relate be but_few sympathizers or friends. False rumors as to 

-the-crime's atrocity, — as—to Pranks connection with it, and to — 

his lack of character », had embittered practically the whole public’ 

against him; od he went into the trial of this case in the face . 

+ of. this public pre judice and bitterness. The court house was ! : 

—oromted=wi tir nen ant Woren, the great majority of. whom were ‘bi ther =: 

ly prejudiced against him: and who intensely desire® his convict lone ye 

During much of the trial, great crowds surrounded the cour t house, /” 

pract age ay all of whom were bitterly antagonistic to Frank. sof 

bitter end unreasonable was was this crowd, thet. when the verd, vot 

2a - | was rendered, they. indulged in a great demons tration -of delight at 
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|. prankts Gonviotion. . he cond tions surrounding the trial, : 
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